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Case studies in this section are presented by institutions that cover the whole drug development 
process, from identifying and purifying potentially useful compounds in plants, to verifying their 
efficacy, to the final production of commercial pharmaceutical products.
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Case studies in this section are involved with the chemical extraction and analysis of natural products 
and/or determining their pharmacological properties using batteries of rigorous laboratory tests.
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Case studies in this section highlight the role that traditional knowledge can play in improving 
the health of people.
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Case studies in this section focus on wild and cultivated sources of medicinal plants, from protecting 
vast tracts of an ecosystem in China, to searching for wild alternatives to a widely cultivated medicinal 
plant, to the use of tissue culture and botanical gardens to multiply and protect medicinal plants.
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16 The ro le  of  b iotechnology : J a m a i c a 164
17 Focus  on local  a l ternat ives : J o r d a n 177

C o n t e n t s


