Acknowledgements

As a truly cooperative effort, this publication
involves the contributions of many individuals and
institutions in different phases of a knowledge-sharing initiative.

We would like to express our appreciation to all of them.

The present volume stems from a partnership between the Third
World Network of Scientific Organizations (TWNSO), the Third
World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) and the UNDP Special Unit for
South-South Cooperation (SSC). The knowledge-sharing process that
led to the series, Sharing Innovative Experiences, and the publication of the
volumes are initiatives of the Special Unit for SSC and are funded as a
component of its WIDE project. Following the methodology of
WIDE, selected authors are invited to participate in a workshop, where
some of the case studies presented meet the criteria for publication.
This process was effectively implemented by TWNSO and TWAS.
The knowledge-sharing workshop was held at the headquarters of
TWNSO in Trieste, Italy, from 3-6 February 2004.

The 17 case studies presented in this volume were prepared by the
scientists involved in the workshop and we thank them for their open-
ness and enthusiasm in sharing their work. The workshop was also
attended by two guest speakers, Alan Hamilton, head of the
International Plant Conservation Unit of the World Wildlife Fund
(WWEF), and Jihad Noun of the International Plant Genetic Resources
Institute (IPGRI) in the Syrian Arab Republic, both of whom present-
ed an overview of the work of their respective organizations and how
it relates to medicinal plants. We would like to express our gratitude

for their participation.




10 |VOLUME 10: EXAMPLES OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS FROM MEDICINAL PLANTS

Daniel Schaffer, TWAS Public Information Officer, and Francisco Simplicio, UNDP
Special Unit for SSC Information Management Specialist, managed the initiative and
coordinated the partnership to bring the volume to publication. Peter McGrath, who
works for the TWAS Public Information Office, adapted the texts to the case-study
structure reproduced here and ensured that these studies are accessible to a wider, non-

technical audience.

Helen Martin and Cristina Simoes of the TWNSO secretariat provided the admin-
istrative assistance that enabled the project to stay on track despite the challenges posed
by its global reach and wide-ranging activities. Lourdes Hermosura-Chang of the
UNDP Special Unit for SSC provided logistical support for the publication and Barbara
Brewka, an independent professional commissioned by the Special Unit, carried out

reviews during the publication phase.

This volume would not have been possible without the commitment and efforts of
the Advisory Board:

® Gautam R. Desiraju, School of Chemistry, University of Hyderabad, India;

® Inga Hedberg and Olov K. Hedberg, Department of Systematic Botany,
Uppsala University, Sweden;

* Lydia P. Makbubu, Swaziland Institute for Research in Traditional Medicine,
Medicinal and Indigenous Food Plants, University of Swaziland, Kwaluseni,

Swaziland; and
o Gloria Montenegro, Professor of Botany, Pontifical Catholic University of Chile,
Santiago, Chile, and Chair of the Advisory Board.

The talent and commitment of each member of this diverse group helped to move

this initiative forward efficiently and effectively. We express our thanks to them all.



